ANTH 4550 – Topics in the Anthropology of Health
Fall 2024, Mondays 11:30-2:20
ROZ 109 (Location may change, please check Webadvisor for updates)
Instructor: Dr. Elizabeth Finnis
Email: efinnis@uoguelph.ca
Office: MacKinnon 613
Office Hours: TBA
Course Overview

In this seminar, we ask how anthropological perspectives can help us better understand past, present, and emerging human health issues. Drawing on theoretical frameworks such as structural violence, the biocultural approach, and the political ecology of health, and considering research ethics, we will examine intersections among health, environments, culture, and biology. Specific health issues we will discuss include (but are not limited to): infectious disease, reproduction, organ trafficking, good issues, and climate change. 

This is a fourth-year seminar, and you should expect to participate to a high degree and contribute to the direction of class discussion. Please ensure that you have carefully read the assigned readings before coming to class. Be prepared to discuss them.
Calendar Description

ANTH*4550 Topics in the Anthropology of Health Fall Only (LEC: 3) [0.50]  

This seminar focuses on the anthropological analyses of medical and health issues among current and past populations. The course is based on case studies. It will provide students with a grounding in the theoretical approaches appropriate to anthropological considerations of issues relating to health.

Prerequisite(s): 12.50 credits including (1 of ANTH*3690, IDEV*2000, IDEV*2300, ONEH*3000), (1 of GEOG*2260, POLS*2650, IDEV*2100, SOAN*2120, SOAN*3070)  

Department(s): Department of Sociology and Anthropology  
Learning Outcomes

In this course, you will have the opportunity to:
A – Analyze, evaluate and apply medical anthropology theories, concepts, and practices. 
B – Critically assess a range of health issues through a medical anthropology lens (theory and method). 
C – Engage in independent research by developing and exploring a topic related to your own interests around health (past and/or present) and anthropology.
D – Further develop writing, oral, and/or visual communication skills. 

E – Further develop your time management and organizational skills.
Assessment Methods: TBA
Required Readings

All readings are available for download through Courselink or through the Library. No purchased textbooks are required.  
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