Department of Sociology & Anthropology, University of Guelph 

	  SOC*2010 Canadian Society
	     Fall 2021


	Lectures: Mondays, 7:00-9:50 pm on Zoom*
Office Hour: Fridays, 1:30 pm on Zoom
Instructor: Dr. Michael Follert || mfollert@uoguelph.ca
Teaching Assistant: Heather Grainger-Frost || hgrainge@uoguelph.ca 
	 

	Prerequisite: SOC*1100 || Credit weight: 0.50

*Course is scheduled to return to in-person format in October; see Courselink for updates

	


Course Description: 


A notable author once wrote, “a Canadian is someone who is becoming a Canadian”. In the absence of a single ethnicity or language or religion that could bind the country together, Canadianness is often defined by its lack of particularity. This is at least one of the dominant representations we are confronted with: Canada is a ‘multicultural mosaic’ that is continually evolving. Like any representation, however, this flattering image is inadequate for grasping our social realities. Examined more closely, the cracks in the mosaic become visible. The tensions and contradictions that arise when we ask, ‘what is a Canadian?’, will form the bases of our sociological explorations in this course.

SOC*2010 is broken up into three units. Section I: Culture, Identity, & Nation-Building will look at some of the classic cross-disciplinary scholarship on how Canada has been imagined as a nation. We will consider the construction of Canadian identity here primarily as a project fraught with anxieties (e.g., who ‘belongs’? do we have a coherent identity? how do the ghosts of our past impinge on the present?). Section II: Unsettling Colonialism will look more deeply at the connection between the Canada’s existence as a nation-state and the subordination of Indigenous peoples. This will include attention to some of the complexities that arise in places like Quebec, where several claims to sovereignty and nationhood overlap and conflict. Section III: Rethinking Multiculturalism will consider cultural pluralism as a frame for understanding Canadian identity today, with a view to recent trends in immigration and refugee resettlement. We will explore the tension between Canada’s claims to a pluralistic identity in the face of ongoing racism and the social exclusion of minoritized groups. 

Required course readings will be available online through the library’s ARES interface, so no textbook or course kit purchase is required. Weekly readings will average around 40-50 pages. A complete reading list will be posted on courselink before the beginning of classes. 

COVID-19 Adjustments:

From the Provost: “Please note that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic may necessitate a revision of the format of course offerings and academic schedules. Any such changes will be announced via courselink and/or class email. All University-wide decisions will be posted on the COVID-19 website and circulated by email.” 

Be sure to speak with your instructor about any accommodations you may need this term, especially if you cannot make it to campus for COVID-related reasons.

Learning Objectives & Outcomes: 

Students will…

· learn to apply sociological concepts and theories to understand a range of social, political, and economic trends in Canadian society.

· develop their critical thinking around the construction of social problems, with particular attention to those voices marginalized within Canadian society.

· improve their media literacy through analyzing various forms of cultural representation (e.g., documentaries). 

· examine their own location within structures of power and privilege.

· exercise professionalism and ethics in their completion of assignments, with attention to guidelines on academic integrity.

· demonstrate intellectual curiosity and develop their problem-solving, decision-making, listening, and communication skills.

· show leadership, accountability, personal organization, and time management.
Grading: 

	32%

3%

20%

10%

35% 
	Discussion Forum Responses – Most Weeks

This grade reflects your 8 best weeks out of 12, each worth up to 4% 

You will be organized into groups of 25, and will be required to post to your forum (250 word minimum) & reply to a fellow student (100 word minimum), for at least 8 weeks of the course. Discussions will be guided by one or two questions each week, somehow connected to the course material. These activities can be found on our courselink page.

Late responses may be valued at no more than half marks.

Academic Integrity Quiz – Due Sept. 27
All students must review the fundamentals around academic integrity in order to avoid plagiarism. The following test (https://plagiarism.iu.edu/certificationTests/) must be successfully completed within the two weeks following the first lecture to receive full marks. Upon completion of the test, you will receive a certificate that you must then forward to your TA over email. It is recommended you complete this before submitting any other course work. 
Any certificates submitted after the deadline (that is, after the day Lecture #3 is posted) can be granted no more than a mark of 1.5%. 
Midterm Take-Home Test – Distributed Oct. 8 – Due Oct. 15

Details TBA

Documentary Analysis – Due by Nov. 22

≈ 750 words, details TBA

Final Take-Home Exam – Distributed Dec. 3 – Due Dec. 10
Details TBA


