SOC*4170 Violence Against Women and Gendered Violence
Department of Sociology & Anthropology
University of Guelph

Instructor Information

Instructor: Ciara Boyd
Email address: boydc@uoguelph.ca 

Course Description

This interactive seminar course focuses on violence against women and gendered violence stemming from historical and institutional inequalities. The seminar will introduce feminist, intersectional, and critical race viewpoints on gender-based violence across Canadian, international, and global contexts. Together, we will examine how gender intertwines with other inequalities to shape women and gender diverse people’s experiences of violence, as well as their interactions with state institutions, including legal and judicial institutions and ongoing colonial violence. Throughout the semester, we will play close attention to the role of gender both as an identity and as a social structure that intersects with other structures of inequality to shape experiences of gendered violence. We will also explore feminist activism’s influence on laws and policies. Each class will include short lectures that will focus on assigned readings, as well as exercises and discussions geared towards the application of the course material to your own experience and to Canadian, international, and global contexts.

This is a reading and writing intensive seminar course. The course requires critical engagement, connections, and full participation in class discussions and exercises. It is strongly encouraged that you take ownership of your learning by completing all readings prior to each class and being prepared to actively participate each week.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Draw from sociological, feminist, intersectional, and critical race perspectives to understand violence in society, with a particular focus on violence against women and gender-based violence
· Examine and analyze how intersections of structures of inequality such as gender, race, class, sexuality, and nationality) influence women’s experiences of violence
· Analyze empirical research on gender-based violence and feminist activism in Canada and globally
· Critically reflect on the role of state institutions in challenging or sustaining violence against women and gender-based violence nationally and globally
· Develop critical reading and writing skills to demonstrate your ability to understand course materials and apply them to everyday life
Prerequisites

14 credits, including SOC*2700 or SOC*3310, SOAN*3120 or POLS*3650.

Restrictions

Restricted to students in BAH: CJPP and BAH: SOC with an average of 70% in all course attempts in Political Science, Sociology, and SOAN courses.

Textbooks and Other Materials

There is one required book for this course. This book can be accessed as an e-book with 360-day access or as a hard copy. Keep in mind that this book is very useful for academic writing and can be of great use beyond 360 days. 

Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. 2021. They Say I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, 6th edition. New York: W.W. Norton & Company. 

Additional required readings will be available on the Ares Course Reserves System: https://ares.lib.uoguelph.ca/ares/ares.dll?Action=10&Form=60&Value=42703

Evaluation Components

This course has different evaluation components, including ongoing participation in class discussions and presentations, practical online training, reading responses, and a final assignment.
